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another friend, when my disease took a favourable turn, and I soon

recovered sufficient strength to return to the Villa do Penedo, where

my kind friend the Juiz gave me a most welcome reception. His at-

tentions accelerated myamendment, and I soon began to make con-

siderable collections in the neighbourhood. In going up the river I

had obtained many valuable things, chiefly Leguminosce and Loran-

thacecc; and on the Ilha San Pedro, where I remained during myillness,

there were a great variety of fine Cacti, of which, spite of my great

debility, I brought away three large cases. Someof the species attain

a height of nearly thirty feet, and have stems three feet in circum-

ference. A beautiful Melocactus particularly attracted my attention,

and I trust the plants of it that I collected will do well. Many of

the Cacti are no doubt new. I only found two species of Orchidece.

The island is chiefly inhabited by civilized Indians. It is my inten-

tion to take these collections to Pernambuco and ship them from

thence ; and I will at the same time give you # full account of my
voyage and the vegetation of the country through which I passed.

Since I came back I have visited the city of Alagoas, which is situated

on the margin of a large lake, about six leagues from this place. I

was much pleased to find there fine specimens of Mayaca fluviatilis

(Aublet) and Cabomba aquatica of the same author.

"
Any little information which my friends can communicate respect-

ing the progress of science at home will be gratefully received by
me. I trust that I may be allowed to receive regularly the numbers

of the •

Companion to the Botanical Magazine,' fori assure you that,

it is really a '

companion' to me in this lonely life, where

I wander forth alone, and find no kindred eye

To gaze with me on the flowery earth and the glory of the sky."

[Mr. Gardner's subsequent letters will appear in our next.]

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES.

A Cornish Fauna, being a compendium of the Natural History of the

County. Part I. Containing the Vertebrate, Crustacean, and a

portion of the Radiate Animals. By Jonathan Couch, F.L.S., &c,

8vo. Truro, 1838.

This is another of those little works which are daily rendering the

knowledge of our native Fauna more complete, while at the same time

it serves as a guide to the collection belonging to the Scientific In-

stitution of the district. Mr. Couch has long been known as an ob-

serving naturalist, and as particularly conversant with the ichthyology

of the Cornish coasts, and in the short Fauna now before us we have
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both many interesting remarks as " occasional correction of what is

believed to be an error, or an addition of something in which our

native species may differ from the same kinds in other districts,"

with the characters of several species which the author considers

new, either to our Fauna or entirely so to science. The lists of the

mammalia and birds are the most scanty, and we have little doubt

that further research will soon add to their enlargement. The other

departments are much fuller and exhibit a rich series. The follow-

ing observations suggested themselves while perusing the work. Of

the bats, six species are enumerated, though it is supposed more

may exist. There will also be found additions to the Sorices and

Arvicola. The Cetacea show a good list ; thirteen species are enu-

merated. Speaking of the porpoise it is remarked,
"

I have known
it take a bait, though it commonly proves too strong for the line."

(We have more than once proposed to an angling friend to fish for

this animal with the- rod and line.) The falling motion in this and

some of the others is accounted for "
by the situation of the nostrils

on the anterior part of the top of the head, to breathe through which,

the body must be placed in somewhat of an erect posture, from

which to descend, it passes through a considerable portion of a

circle."

Among the birds the Raptores are comparatively rare. The Noc-

tua ? funerea as British, rests on the authority of a specimen taken

on the Cornish coast. Of the Insessores the golden Oriole alights

occasionally en the fishing boats. We regret to observe that the

Cornish chough or red-legged crow is decreasing in numbers "owing
to persecution from those who supply specimens to naturalists."

The hoopoe is met with so frequently, "as to justify me in saying
that it is not uncommon in Cornwall." Two instances of the alpine

Swift having occurred are mentioned. Nat at ores : the little gull is

stated to have been taken two or three times ; and a new gull is

given under the title of L. Jacksonii, Couch, for the characters of

which see our Miscellanea, where we have printed them, as more

likely there to attract attention. Procellaria glacialis, Puffinus, An-

yloritm, cinerea, pelagica, and Leachii are all given.

Among the reptiles we have the Rana esculenta introduced, but

with some hesitation. There have been several notices of this spe-

cies occurring both in England and Scotland, but without sufficient

authenticity, and the subject is worthy of more strict inquiry.

Fishes. Here we have an ample list, and in it several additions

and corrections to Mr. Yarrell's work, which that gentleman will

doubtless use in his forthcoming siqrplement. The Serranus Couchii,
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Yarr., is considered identical with Polypr ion cernuum, Cuv. and Vail.

Hcemulon formosum or squirrel fish, a native of the West Indian Seas,

has been once taken. Scicena Aquila has been taken twice. Cyclo-

pterus coronatus, coronated Lump fish of Couch, and considered new to

science —one specimen however has only been examined, of a very
small size

; see our Miscellanea for characters. At the conclusion of

this list there are some important remarks on the time and ceconomy
of spawning of many of the fishes commercially used, together with

some hints regarding the improvement of our fishing regulations.

This is a much more important subject than most people are at pre-

sent willing to suppose, and these remarks deserve attention.

Of the Crustaceous animals, fifty-four species are enumerated ;

five Lepadea, and of the Radiated animals, twenty-three. Wetrust

the second part of this Fauna will speedily appear.

British Entomology . By J. Curtis, F.L.S.

Since we last noticed this work Nos. 175 to 180 have been pub-

lished, which complete the 15th volume.

Lampyris noctiluca (the Glow-worm), Rhagio Heyshami, Ephe-
mera cognata (the May-fly), Harpocera Burmeisteri, Libellula rubi-

cunda, Anthicus tibialis, Molanna angustata, Coccus Aceris, and Phy-
tosus spinifer are amongst the most interesting novelties, and there

is a very beautiful plate of the rare Clostera anachoreta and its cater-

pillar. Wewould also call the attention of botanists to the faithful

figures of Astragalus hypoglottis, Sagittaria sagittifolia, Arabis stricta,

Osmunda regalis, Althaea officinalis, Milium effusum, Hutchinsia pe-

trcea, Oxyria reniformis, Acorus Calamus, Zannichellia palustris, Me-

littis grandiflora, &c.

Weare happy to find that Mr. Curtis is preparing for the press a

Synopsis of British Insects, the orders to be published in separate

volumes. This will undoubtedly be an agreeable present to all lovers

of entomology, especially those who have not ready access to large

libraries.

Entomologists are earnestly invited to supply Mr. Curtis with du-

plicate specimens of those insects which he does not possess, or to lend

him such species as maybe required for describing.

I cones Plant arum. By Sir W. J. Hooker.

The fifth part of this work, or the first half of the third volume,

has recently appeared, with fifty plates, from Tabs. CCI. to CCL. in-

clusive. This portion is particularly rich in new South American

plants from the collections of Mr. Gardner, Mathews, Professor W.
Jameson, &c.
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five Lepadea, and of the Radiated animals, twenty-three. Wetrust

the second part of this Fauna will speedily appear.

British Entomology . By J. Curtis, F.L.S.

Since we last noticed this work Nos. 175 to 180 have been pub-

lished, which complete the 15th volume.

Lampyris noctiluca (the Glow-worm), Rhagio Heyshami, Ephe-
mera cognata (the May-fly), Harpocera Burmeisteri, Libellula rubi-

cunda, Anthicus tibialis, Molanna angustata, Coccus Aceris, and Phy-
tosus spinifer are amongst the most interesting novelties, and there

is a very beautiful plate of the rare Clostera anachoreta and its cater-

pillar. Wewould also call the attention of botanists to the faithful

figures of Astragalus hypoglottis, Sagittaria sagittifolia, Arabis stricta,

Osmunda regalis, Althaea officinalis, Milium effusum, Hutchinsia pe-

trcea, Oxyria reniformis, Acorus Calamus, Zannichellia palustris, Me-

littis grandiflora, &c.

Weare happy to find that Mr. Curtis is preparing for the press a

Synopsis of British Insects, the orders to be published in separate

volumes. This will undoubtedly be an agreeable present to all lovers

of entomology, especially those who have not ready access to large

libraries.

Entomologists are earnestly invited to supply Mr. Curtis with du-

plicate specimens of those insects which he does not possess, or to lend

him such species as maybe required for describing.

I cones Plant arum. By Sir W. J. Hooker.

The fifth part of this work, or the first half of the third volume,

has recently appeared, with fifty plates, from Tabs. CCI. to CCL. in-

clusive. This portion is particularly rich in new South American

plants from the collections of Mr. Gardner, Mathews, Professor W.
Jameson, &c.


